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Marina Oswald explains 


By DAN CARMICHAEL 


United Press International 

JfFor the first time since the assassination of 
Pj^ident John F. Kennedy 17 years ago, the al- 
leged assassin’s widow has explained why she is not 
certain whether the man she married was really 
Lfcje Harvey Oswald or an imposter, and why she is 
“99 per cent” sure his body no longer lies in its 


v^In an interview this month, Marina Oswald 
Potfer, the assassin’s Soviet-bom widow who has 
remarried, spoke of her anguish in trying to live 
down the Oswald name for 17 years, and her bitter- 
ness and suspicions about Oswald’s older brother, 
Robert, who has fought her in court against open- 
ing the grave. 

On Nov. 22, 1963, a volley of bullets in down- 
town Dallas ended Kennedy’s life and changed his- 
tory; Lee Harvey Oswald, or at any rate, die man 
ht£wife knew as Lee Harvey Oswald, was arrested 
t$at same day for the shooting and two days later 
hp also was shot to death by Jack Ruby. 

- 1 Now Mrs. Porter says she is without a country, 
t$ed of hiding and adamant that her first hus- 
band’s grave in Rose Hill Burial Park in Fort Worth 
be ^opened so she — and the world — will know the 
t#th, whatever it is. » 

She thinks the body may have been removed 
from its grave on Good Friday 1964 just after she 
signed some papers she didn’t understand for a “re- 
spectful” man who said he was from the govem- 

Mrs. Porter’s second husband, Kenneth, also 
~ ke out for the first time since marrying Marina 
1965, saying he and his wife granted the inter- 
in an attempt to get legal or other help be- 
? of their limited financial resources. 

Mrs. Porter, 39, said, “I don't have much time 
anymore” and wanted the case resolved and the 
nwjpy questions answered in her lifetime. 

> * * “I hope the public is interested enough to push 
this case off the dead end, the dead stop,” Mrs. 
Pprter said. “It’s not just for my personal benefit, 
bul I think it’s for the benefit of the American 
people. That’s the president we’re talking about, 
tBe assassination. 

“I demand my rights. I ask for a very simple 
tH^ig — to open a very simple grave and see if the 
b6dy still exists. I think that’s the right of any 
Jiuman being. 

**> ”1 really 99 per cent do not believe that the 
tpdy is there. It’s not there,” she said. 

W. "I really want to demand that (the exhuma- 
tion) to answer my questions. Seventeen years I 
Waited. I did not make any trouble for 17 years. 
Arid now such a simple matter (is being thwarted.) 
yflhich according to the Warren Commission is sim- 
p|e. 

t « r “They 'proved’ that it was Lee Harvey Oswald. 


exhumation fears, 


suspicions 


TJicy never believed in any kind of spying connec- 
tion, (or) anything else. Isn’t it better for even the 
goyemment to prove their theory? Here’s the possi- 
bility. If I were them, I would jump at the chance.” 


* The case of Oswald’s grave was brought to a 




^ead stop” recently when Robert Oswald obtained 
ajtemporary injunction in a Texas court against re- 
fanning the burial place. > \ 

: % * Attorneys for British author Michael Eddowes, 
*fio claims he has information Oswald actually was 
riet imposter, have filed a notice of appeal 
st the temporary injunction. They, are await- 
hearing dates for the appeal and are also seek- 
I an expedited hearing. Otherwise, the appeal it- 
might not be heard for p , considerable time. In 
Jition, Mrs. Porter’s attorney is preparing v a 
i-of-the-court brief to bolster Eddowes’ legal 
rition. , / 

jrj Until recently; Marina said, she accepted and . 

* sted the official government version of the assas- :j 
ation as presented by the Warren Commission. 

> considered all the conspiracy theorists “loony.” 

* In fact, she said, she first signed a form-autho- 
exhumation of the grave and autopsy of its 
because she thought it would disprove Ed- 
ves' theory. 

Mrs. Porter revealed that she signed the con- 
it form only after Eddowes ’signed a promise 
at if his theory were disproven, he would make a 



apology to the 


Oswald 

I 


family and the 

oerican public. 

“I thought the conspiracy people were loony. 
Tut then I said "Open the grave and see for your- 
^f.' And all this opposition comes up. I don’t know 
>’s right or who’s wrong or what. I would like to 


i out.” 

Marina said she is not positive — but suspects 
at Robert Oswald may have been involved in 
;iung the grave in the early 1980s and having 
i body taken elsewhere, perhaps for cremation. 

“I do not know” if Robert was involved, she 
N * si * . ; , 

i ':--'- •• • if-: \ '•>$ 


“to tunr 
Had their 


She said she never expected Robert 
inst me or to not respect my wishes.” L 
ations been reversed, she said, “I would have 
r done that to him. If he was doing what I am 
_r and explained it to me, I would respect him 

Jit /* 

Robert* contacted at home in Wichita Falls, said 
£ “would not be interested” in commenting, 
j Her attorney, she said, “wants to do everything 
betly, the civilized way. I’m all for it, too. But it 
^ n’t get me anywhere. He said, ‘Keep quiet, be 
k-skinned.’ Well, I’m sorry, my skin is getting 


thinner and thinner by the minute. How long can 
one take abuse?” 

Marina is certain that the man she married in 
Russia is the same man who was shot by Ruby and 
buried in Fort Worth. But now she isn’t sure that 
man was, in fact, who he said he was — Lee Har- 
vey Oswald, the U.S. Marine who went to Russia in 
1959. 

“I did not know him when he was 14, or 8 or 
17 years old,” she said. “So how can I testify (to his 
actual identity)? Legally, I can’t ... I really right- 
fully cannot say that that’s the man, Lee Harvey 
Oswald, that’s the man I met in Russia who 
claimed, I mean said, that he was Lee Harvey Os- 
wald and that’s the same man that was buried right 
here. » ' • • : 

“It’s up to people who knew him longer to say 
that he was Lee Harvey Oswald,” she said. 

Her husband quickly added: “The two people 
that could positively identify him as Lee Harvey 
Oswald are his mother, and Robert, and Robert is 
the one giving all the opposition and the mother 
doesn’t want to get involved.” 

Mrs. Porter said she met Oswald at a dance in 
Minsk, Russia,, in 1961 and he was introduced to 
her as “Alek.” 

“Later on, at the end of the dance,” she said, 
“at the end of the evening, I found out he was from 
America.” She was a pharmacist at the time and 
the social evening was mostly for medical students. 

“I liked him all right,” she said, “but I wasn’t 
that impressed. So anyway this boy, or whoever he 
was, my friend just said his name was Alek, that’s 
all. Not the full name.” 

Mrs. Porter said “an accumulation of little 
things” that she remembers leads her now to sus- 
pect the official version of the assassination. 

Mrs. Porter recalled a phone call she received 
around Easter 1964 asking her to sign papers autho- 
rizing installation of an electronic alarm system at 
Oswald’s gravesite. A “respectful” man in a gray 
suit came to her home after the call and gave her 
papers to sign. 

“I signed lots of papers and they were never 
translated or explained to me,” she said. “I didn’t 
even speak English. I just did what I was told. 
Somebody called me ... they said that it was very 
expensive to upkeep the grave, very inconvenient 
to have a guard for 24 hours and an electronic 
device would be much cheaper and more conven- 
ient for them.” 

Mrs. Porter spoke feelingly of what the past 17 
years have meant to her and to her children — “It 
is hard enough as it is to be branded with the name 
they have.” She often thinks of the assassination 
and becomes depressed and at those times, she ad- 
mits, she is “hard to live with.” 

She said she has tried to live “a decent life” 
and perhaps “shed some of the blame off me” for 
the death of the president. 

“I’m a bom loser. I’m a survivor I guess. But I 
want to live for a change instead of just survive,” 
she said. “I think I’m-entitled to that.” 


